Ethics and managed care.
Managed care presents physicians with potential ethical dilemmas different from dilemmas in traditional fee-for-service practice. The ethical assumptions of managed care are explored, with special attention to the evolving dual responsibilities of physicians as patient advocates and as entrepreneurs. A number of proposals are described that delineate issues in support of and in opposition to managed care. Through an understanding of how to apply basic ethics principles to managed care participation, physicians may yet hold on to the basic ethic of the fiduciary doctor-patient relationship.